BOOK 7

Promoting the Arts at the Grassroots Level for the Development
of Study Circles

Sugimoto Koki

As you are undoubtedly aware, the title of Unit 3 in Book 7, the last unit in the Ruhi
Institute materials that are currently available in Japanese, is entitled “Promoting the Arts at
the Grassroots”, and its stated purpose is “To appreciate the role of artistic endeavors in the
activity of a study circle”. This speaks of the important role artistic endeavors play in
promoting the spiritual growth of study circle participants and nurturing their capacity to serve.
However, it should be noted that the materials are referring to the development of the
capacity for artistic expression at the grassroots level, so my presentation will focus on that
aspect.

I would like to propose a new approach to artistic expression which would not be limited
to the representative arts listed in the Ruhi materials, such as music, poetry, painting, drama
and various crafts, but rather, by expanding the framework to include all types of grassroots
arts, enable enough flexibility to respond to necessity in incorporating various types of artistic
expression so that any one will be able to participate at any time. | have tentatively named
this approach “Holistic Art Collaboration”, and | will present a detailed explanation of the kind
of environment that needs to be created in order to incorporate it into Institute activities. |
have already been using Holistic Art Collaboration for the past two years in my work as a
volunteer at the Care Home Hanaemi nursing home in the Aobadai area of Yokohama, and
in the latter part of my presentation, | will use the activities I've carried out there as a
concrete example of this new approach.



