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As of 2011, Foreign Language (English) Activity curriculum has been
introduced to primary schools throughout Japan. However, because most
of primary school teachers are used to ‘teaching’ English like other school
subjects, there has been much confusion and stress among them. This
study, however, proposes a paradigm shift in this endeavor by
re-examining the aims set forth by the Science and Education Ministry.
That is, first, this program is not aimed to just teaching English but most
of all to cultivating consciousness of world citizenship among primary
school children. Secondly, in terms of ‘English lessons,’ ‘English is
redefined and an approach of English as an International Language is
suggested. Finally, it is proposed that ‘English’ is not some remote,
foreign language but something that is part of daily Japanese
language—a language that can coexist with our native Japanese
language. This new paradigm is based on Baha’u’llah’s vision that the
earth is but one country and mankind its citizens as well as that the kind
of world humanity is building is not a uniform society but one that is
unified in diversity.

a7



