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orld of “Ideas”

Greek)

Where does (idea’ come from?
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Why the science of the other world?

This
world is a shadow of the other world; this world is evanescent while the
ther world is eternal; this world is mere nothing assuming resemblance
of reality while the other world is the true life. (Baha'u'llah)

This life is preparation for
the next life.

11:2 “And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our

Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. “(Luke 11:2)

Recent remarkable progress in the
cience of the other world
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Natural Science Research

o Quantum mechanics

. Astrophysics

° Super-String Theory
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Age of a World Civilization

o This world’s
civilization i1s a reflection of the other world’s
civilization

° -
need for scientific investigation of the other world and
apply it to building of this world’s civilization
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ummarize the
studies about the next world and

compare and contrast them with the
Baha'l Teachings

Apply the findings to
building a better civilization in this world



Dialogues with the “dead”
“Acts and testimonies” by the psychics
“testimonies” of near-death experiences
“Testimonies” of out-of-body experiences

Para-psychological & psychiatric
research

Natural science research

Religious theories
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Studies of the Other
World
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Jea

NY
1848) Fox Family’s

poltergeist incident

(Hydesville, NY, USA,
1848)
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*

Imonies

Acts and Test

1833-

Daniel

Home (1833 —1886) the

great psychic

1886

1851




1877-1945)
Edgar Cacey (USA
1877-1945) “sleeping
rophet”

Acts and Testimonies of Psychics

N

Physical reading: Answers physical
guestions and shows treatment
methods

Life reading:
Gives advice about life issues.

Prophecies: Future is formed by one’s
thoughts, so predictions only indicate
tendencies.

Draws cosmic
knowledge out from Akashic Records.
Edgar
Cacey Foundation in Va., USA
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Testimonies of Out-of-Body Experiences

(1688-1772)
18
Swedenborg (1688-1772)

Arguably the
greatest scientist in Europe at
the time; versed in many
sciences including
mathematics, physics,
astronomy, mining engineering,
chemistry, physiology, and
geology. He started
crystallography and drew the
first aeroplane blueprint.

° 55

Starts spiritual
experiences around the age 55
He ‘visited’ spiritual worlds and
recorded in his voluminous
Spiritual Diary.
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(1956- ) '

Spirits

Ryuho Okawa
(1956- ): Invites spirits of
great people in the past

and speaks them as a e Christ, Moses, Socrates, Edison, Kant,
incoln, Ghandi, Nightingale, Helen

medium. Has pUb“Shed eller, Swedenbourg, Edgar Cacey,
hundreds of books icasso, Shakespeare, Zeus, Newton,

- - Angel Michael, Nichiremn, Kukai,
contalnlng words uttered Amaterasuomikami, Sakamoto Ryoma,

these souls. Saigo Takamori, etc.
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Testimonies of Near-Death Experiences

. 1971-1977
1971-1977: Reports by doctors and nurses

o 1977-1982

1981 1977-1982:
Systematization of data and theories. Establishment of

International Association for Near-Death Experience
Research (1981)
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Para-psychological-Psychiatric Research

1880-1930
Early stage: 1880-1930s

1930-60

1930-60s (parapsychology)

1960

2hd stage:

3rd stage: 1960s — present (out-
of-body, near-death, brain-mind research)

Gallop’s Survey

.
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Scientific study of spiritual worlds: Early period 1880s 1930s

o * Charles Robert Richet
British Association for (French physiologist, Nobel
Psychic Research Prize laureate), Bergson

= philosopher), W. Crookes

(chemist), Tennyson (poet),
William James

psychologist), Gladstone
(UK prime minister), Louis
Carol, Mark Twain, John
Laskin, et al.
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Scientific study of spiritual worlds: 2nd period 1930-60s

Emergence of para-psychology

Para-Psychology Research Institute founded at
Duke University

Research on
telepathy, clairvoyance, and psychokinesis

Experiments with spiritual
ommunications
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Scientific study of spiritual worlds: 3" period 1960s-present

Resurgence of out-of-body

experience research

Near-death experience research

1932
1963 Research on mind-brain relationship by Charles

Scott Sherrington(UK), 1932 Nobel Prize laureate, and
John Carew Eccles (Australia), 1963 Nobel Prize laureate
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Gallup’s Survey on Near-Death Experience

Accidents
Births
Effects of operations and drugs
Acute ilIness
Victims of crimes
Near-death

Religious visions, dreams, premonitions

Near-death (G. Gallup, Life after Death)
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Gallup’s Survey on Near-Death Experience

Flash backs in a short span of time
Sense of being in a difference world/space
Sense of supreme happiness

o Out of body feeling

Visual confirmation of being ‘awake’

® eard human voice

Felt the presence of the dead,
great people from the past, prophets
. Bright lights
J Tunnel

Prediction of future
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What are Spiritual Worlds Like?

Likea dream world

There is no ageing
There is no more physical deficiencies
No need for material sustenance
Plants and animals

_ A spiritual sun provides spiritual
energies

Free from time and space.
Divided into different dimensions.
There are ‘nursery schools’ for infant souls.

Existence of guardian angels
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What are the Conditions of Spirits?

~ The awareness level from the earthly life determines the
level of the spiritual life. Actions influence spiritual conditions

Love determines one’s thought and action

The condition of one’s heart is exposed

Worlds of thoughts and
Ideas

When one thinks he/she sees something, another soul at a higher level
sees something else.

Heaven and hell are spiritual conditions
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Selfless

to others. Extend help to those who

There

dance with ranks

Id or the other world).

service
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d (

mutual help
are in nee

ItieS 1IN aCcor

are tasks and responsibil

of the spiritual world(s).

| powers

, magica

There are supernatural

lon possible (?).

even self-multiplicat
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Natural Science Research
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Quantum and astronomical physics
D. Baum’s (1917-1992) Cosmic

Model: Implicit and Explicit Systems

° Super-string Theory

033cm Planck Scale = 1033cm

o ~10%%cm ~ Theuniverse is a super-string
macaroni with a 10-*cm diameter

Grand Unification Theory

o End of modern science

and the beginning of spiritual science
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electrons, protons, neutrons

What Quantum PH’ysics Has Revealed

INS MICro wor

particles

Expla

Made up of quarks which are particles and

protons and neutrons

~ Leptons
Particles with no mass. Electrons, muons.

have size

, cell phones.

, MICrowaves

technological applications
TVs, PCs

W K

Planck, Heisenberg, Schrodinger, Dirac, Yukawa

Astrong force

between neutrons and protons differ from electromagnetic forces and are inexplicable.
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: What Astrophysics/Relativity Theory Has Revealed

Gravity theory which
provides consistent explanations of the macro universe:
stars, galaxies, time and space.

o Black ho
o Big bang

o distortion of space

° distortion of time

o Getting to the essence of niverse?

o A. Einsteln




ified Theory

In Search fr a Grand Un

A

theory which unifies quantum mechanics and relativity theory.
Gravity: works between two objects.

Electromagnetic force: governs magnetic, static electricity, electronic waves and
light transmission. Operates between 2 electrons.
strong force _ _
Governs electronic forces and operates only at micro scale..
weak force

Governs splitting and destruction of radioactive atomic force. Operates at
micro scale.

4 5 A fifth force is needed which unfies
these 4.

Gravity, electro-magnetic force, strong nuclear force, weak nuclear force

5 A fifth force is
required to unify these forces: Chinese ‘Qi'? European ‘Ether’? Yogic ‘Prana’?
Universal ‘Love’™?



0%8cm

Relativity
Theory: Deals with the world
up to 1028cm (diameter of the
universe). Beyond which is
the unknown

033cm

Quantum
mechanics: Deals with 10
33cm (Planck scale), below
which is the unknown and
where time and space are
undefinable
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The ultimate matter 1s not
a particle but a string. I~

BuwiUd

A closed string Is
concerned with gravity
while an open string
pertains to particles.




10-33cm

10%8cm = 150
The smallest

particle of matter is actually a
‘macaroni’ whose diameter is
10-33cm (= Planck Scale) and
whose length is 102cm (= the
diameter of the universe = 15
billion light years)

‘BEAE RS
ARTH S

LTwas

2R3 BEAD WAL RBEIRT

A string is so small in
diameter and rolled up that it
appears to be a particle.
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The equation of the -_
super-string theory leads to the
universe (i.e., time-space
structure) being 10t or 26t
dimensional.

The additional 6
(or 22) dimensions are wound
up within the Planck Scale.
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(1917-1992)
US physicist.

Behind the visible
universe (explicit system) is the
Invisible universe (implicit
system)

Within the implicit
system, everything in the
explicit system—matter, spirit,
time, space— is wound up.

Winding up =
orthogonal/integral conversion

RATS74—FHETN



Natural Science Research: Implications (1)

The Implicit System (spiritual worlds) exists; it is wound up within the Planck-

scale realm.
o Spiritual dimensions transcend time and space.
o Spiritual worlds are filled with energy.
o Human consciousness is not

confined by the space occupied by the brain.

o Human thoughts and
ideas are derived from the implicit system. The brain the material device for their
conversion?

o The lesser universe has
beginning and end but the greater universe cannot.
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Natural Science Research: Implications
There are interactions between matter an

thought.

([ J
Psychics can read information wound up in the sub-Planck scale realm

([ J
Clairvoyance, telepathy and premonition become possible through

conversion between brain cells and the sub-Planck scale realm

Inter-dimensional transfer (including ‘time

travel’) possible?

Expansion of consciousness through meditation
means the interaction between the brain cells at the sun-conscious level and the sub-

Planck scale realm

All the knowledge of the universe is wound up in

the sub-Planck scale realm. Is this the Akashic Records?



EmmmanamERRR R S
.

What about Re

-

o

-

-
-
-
-
-
-
.
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-
%
%
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
-
.
.
.
.
.
.

-
-
-
-
-
-

S

-

-

.

-

W

e

INCalna

*

-
-
-

I s - = -
Loha =
e .

-
-

a
5
5
R
i
i

i

-

.
.

-
-
-
G
-

-

-

*
o
-
.
%
%
-
.
%
%
.
§
.
.
=

-

-

-
-
-
-

-

.
-

*
.
e

=
-
.
.

-

-

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

=

-

-

i

- -
. = @ @@
-

e
. o

-
-
-

L

.

.

L

i

-

i

L

tion?

*
i
e
e
.
%
%
-

.



]

=

=
=

-

e
e
e
e
.
e
-

x..

*
.

*Eir

.

o
.
.
.

.

]
-
E=
F
-

-

.
-
-
-

-
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

.

.
.
-
-
33&
.
-

-
-
-

-

-
-
-
-

-

.

.

.

.

.

-

-

.

.

.

-
:'*.

-

-

,*

.

-

-

-
.
-

.

.
-

.
-

=

.

.

.
-

.

-

.

.

=

.

.

-
-

.
-
.

.
-
.
-

*

-
-
-

*
.
.
-
-
.
-
.
-
.
.
-
.
-
-
-
.
-
-
:15‘
.
.
.
.

-
-

-
-
-
.
-
.

.

.

.

-

.

*

=

.
-

*

.

.

.
-

.

.
.

-

.

-

-
-

.

.

-

-

.

.
.

.
-

-
-
.
-

-

.

.

.
:**
-
-
-
* -
-
.
-

,*,:***
.
-
-

-

.

.
.
.
-

-

ﬁ
{
c

.

:*

. . .
- & ‘QQQQQQ‘ ° = zca”ﬁc%fﬁg%fﬁg% P&% =
- c*'*aa:&*c c*:*aa:&*c - - t:*:*:zf:z .

- *

M‘

-

1
xfiiiix‘%” ”

EOFIES

_ : Immediate
reincarnation

Reincarnation after a certain period of stay in the other world

o
Transmigration between humans and non-humans

Only

part of souls reincarnate for the purpose of training until they
reach nirvana.

Reincarnate alternately

among ‘soul siblings’
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. Memory from ‘past lives’

Regression to past memory through
hypnotics

Recollection
through drug-induced trans-state

o Corresponding to historical facts.

Utterance of language
unfamiliar to self.

Making sense when
checked against the current situation one is in



Problems with Reincarnation Theory

Delusion about one’s past life?
Fabrication?

Differences among religious and cultural views

What about the apparent lack of past memory?

How to live this life even if we find

? Reading and conw
Planck scale?

Taking turns among soul siblir ¢

Collective shari
collective conscious? (Do souls share something with other souls at the s&
support individual souls?) '

Retrieving memories through hyp

A more complex mystery?

BRI

REMNEER %8

HENOEER

ESHMBRORS

T
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ther World
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Comparisons and Contrasts with the Baha’i View

All but a few correspond with the Baha'i view!

Differences? Problems?

The phenomenological approach does not explain who
to explain the purpose of life and to convey God's Will for today. A science
of the other world without sense of purpose is ‘senseless.

3/4/46 LG1735; 11/20/37 LG 1737 Psychic

powers exist but they have their proper place in the other world. Their
Interference in this world is not conducive to spiritual growth.
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Comparisons and Contrast

ite

There are
ini
. D

IMeNSsSIoNS

pp.35-44)
Worlds of God are inf

pp.35-44
tl0or26d

, #79), not jus

INgs

79

26

The Revelation of Baha'u'llah vol.
10

benefits in both this and the other worlds. One must be detached from
them both. Also, we must be detached from the Kingdom of Names.

ber and range (Glean
those who experienced the out-of-body state visit all of them? There must

be much more to Super-String Theory.

(Quoted in The Revelation of Baha'u'llah vol.

IN NUM
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Comparisons and Contrasts with the Baha'i View

SAQ,
p.240 One’s acts and spiritual
growth in this life will determine, to a great extent, one’s life in the other
world; however, ultimately the final verdict is in God’s hand.

This life is preparation for next life—a difference from
reincarnationist view. Reincarnation is one point that differs greatly
between religions. Why? A metaphor of a fetus in the womb. How to
explain erasure of memory. How can one live this life without memory of

learning from past life?
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Comparisons and Contrasts with the Baha'i View

81  The nature of the soul after death can never be described, nor s it
meet and permissible to reveal its whole character to the eyes of men

(Gleanings, #81)

165 The mysteries of man’s physical death
and of his return have not been divulged, and still remain unread

(Gleanings, 165)
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Problems/Limitatons of the Science of the Other World

Issue of authenticity
personal anecdotes: Facts? Influence from the other world?
Imagination?

Limited to what they (think they)saw and heard: the
spiritual worlds must be more than that. E.qg., if they believe
reincarnation exists they think they see relevant phenomena?

([
Lack of purpose: Psychic powers sound great, but so what?

_ _ Slow pace of scientific progress: Can we
afford to wait for science to discover more about the spiritual worlds
while our soul craves for emancipation?
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Implications to Building a World Civil

> > >

Scientific progress, arts, invention and discovery are much due to inspiration
(idea/leavening) from the other world. = Importance of prayer and meditation - Devotional
Meetings - Conceptand functions of Mashriqu’l-Adhkar (Harmony of science and religion—
Shoghi Effendi).

9
> >
Civilization consists of material and spiritual civilizations, harmony of which marks a true
civilization. - Our daily earthly activities are necessary but must be spiritualized > Need for
spiritual guidance - Need for guidance from God’s Manifestation.

9

Civilization building still need be guided by the teachings of
God. > The purpose of life is to know, love and worship God; to draw out spiritual potentials within;
to serve others; and to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization.

_ Communication
(guidance?) from the other world may not always be right. So beware!

= _ _ Our study, learning, work and
jobs will continue (?) on to the other world. > We must get serious and busy!
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Implications to Buildi

ng a World Civilization

Simplicity and practicality of the tasks the
Baha'i community is engaged in. = The core activities.

Promoting a global spiritual enterprise to build a New
World Order of Baha'u'llah.

o Guidance
with concrete plans issued by the World Centre.

o A living religion.
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Know the other world so we can live better this life.

The other world exists! But more complex than thought; much closer than expected? (not
above clouds, not out there in universe, but right here!?).

Do not meddle with
psychic powers and other things that interfere with this life and spiritual growth.

9
Must be detached from even the next world; otherwise it can be dangerous! Must be not only detached from
earthly benefits but also from spiritual benefits? See “Seven Valleys.”

God’'s Manifestation’s guidance is needed not only in
this world but also in the other.

Preparation for life in
the other world is done through study (students), work (workers) and service (doing study and work in a
spirit of service).

Book! !
Importance of reflection on the life of the spirit and purification of one’s thoughts. (Let’s study Book 1 and
attend devotional meetings!)

Science of the other world is great. But do not forget our daily duties. Remember the Buddha’s analogy of a
soldier and an arrow

Now is the time to act and live the life!
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81 The spiritual worlds exist and they last as long
as God's sovereignty exists. (Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, #81)
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| Concepts

79,82 The world of
dreams is a sign of the other world. (Gleanings, #79, 82)

ABL 96
Spiritual worlds are sanctified from time and space. (Abdu’l-Baha in
London, p. 96)

ABL 96 This world and the other world are one. The
ther world is another space , but not really separate from this world

(Abdu’l-Baha in London, p. 96)



reflect and account for one’s acts in this life

Called upon to

Meet relatives, friends, great
souls of the past, and prophets

11/14/47 LG 703 Heaven and
hell are spiritual conditions (letter written on behalf of the Guardian, Nov. 14, 1947,
Lights of Guidance, #703).

1/12/57 LG 705 Conditions to attain heaven:
to recognize and obey teachings of the Manifestation of God; however, God’s mercy and
bounty are prerequisites. (letter written on behalf of the Guardian, Jan. 12, 1957, Lights
of Guidance, #705)

153 Spiritual worlds are worlds of light. (Gleanings, #153)

(p.240 Thereisa place for
children who have died young. (Some Answered Questions, p. 240)
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Baha | COncepts (3)

o #164 Thisworld isa
reflection/shadow of the other world (Gleanings, #164)

o DAL 18-20 Life in this
world is a preparation for the next. (Divine Art of Living, pp. 18-20)

. #153 164 This
world is nothing, compared with the other world, which is great.
(Gleanings, #153, 164)

. o ~3/11/36 The Baha’i World Vol
XVIII 592 Life in this world is like a pilgrimage, a temporary visit.
(Letter by the Guardian, March 11, 1936, Baha't World Vol XVIII 592)

o ABL96 Death is like the
destination of the journey. (Abdu’l-Baha in London, p. 96)
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Id. Just

IS wWor

th
SWAB pp194-95).

In

IS withi

K in the other world. (Abdu’l-Baha in

IS WOr

in this world
London, p. 96)

)

th
f humans, we are unaware of the life
ble between the two worlds (Abdu

itation

The other world

ion is possi

SWAB ppl194-95)
IS unaware o

PUP 225-226

ABL 96
Baha, Prayer and Med

(Promulgation of the Universal Peace, 225-226).
Communicat '

This world is compared to the world of matrix (=womb).

after death. (Abdu’l-Baha in London, p. 96

as minera



PT125-6 Soul is
like a simple matter, indivisible. (Abdu’l-Baha’s Paris Talks,
125-126).

81,82 Souls retain their identity after death (Gleanings, #81-

. 81 Souls
continue to grow eternally after death. (Gleanings, #81).

PT89 Growth in the other
world is possible through intervention and good deeds done in
their name. (Paris Talks, 89)
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81-82 Puresouls are the leaven of the development, arts and
wonders of this world (Gleanings, #81-82).

o 10) Likes
attract likes (Persian Hidden Words, #10).

. 81
Tablets of Abdu’l-Baha, Vol. 1, 205-6 Souls recognize each other in
the other world. (Gleanings, #81; Tablets of Abdu’l-Baha, Vol. 1, 205-

6).

10-11 Man’s reality is his thought (Paris Talks, 10-11).

° There is no beginning or end
In the universe (creation). Baha'u’llah: Tablet of Wisdom; Abdu’l-
Baha: SAQ
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describable

IS IN

81 Nature of the soul after death

t seemly to do so.

(Gleanings, #81).

SWAB pp194-195) Souls after death assume befitting form. (SWAB pp194-

195)

only pure souls are permitted by God to influence

this world. Daily Lessons received at Akka, pp.35-36, LG 687

Daily Lessons received at Akka, pp.35-36, LG 687 There are

no earth-bound souls

Id. (ibid, 43-44).

IS WOr

pp.43-44 Evil souls do not influence souls in this

they are far removed from th

world

Tablets of Abdu’'l-Baha, Vol. IlI,

p.543 Spirits of saints influence others.



12/4/54 There is no mention of soul mates in the Writings; the marriage bond
Is eternal as a spiritual union. (On behalf of the Guardian, Dec. 4, 1954).

Souls continue to work
without body.

SWAB, BWF There is no
reincarnation.

82 Essence of soul is unfathomable.

82,273
27 Soul is great. But its greatness is hidden.

The life of the soul begins at conception and continues in the
spiritual worlds.

Souls of the Manifestations pre-exist.



Certain truth is hidden while
in this world.

Mystery of life and death is still unread.

5/6/52 LG 1745 3/4/46 LG1735; 11/20/37 LG 1737 Psychic powers
exist but they have their proper place in the other world. Their interference in this world is not
conducive to spiritual growth.

3/16/25; LG 1739  We must keep our thoughts pure.

_ o _ 81 125 We must be sanctified from vain
Imaginations at the time of death.

Do not place undue stress on these
matters.

31 Bring thyself to account each
day for death comes unheralded.

86 Thereisjudgment.

Tablets of Abdu’l-Baha, Vol. 1, 205 Many mysteries
are unraveled after death.
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Aahali

oncepts (10)

kinds of attachment; Attachment to this world, next
world and the Kingdom of Names. Be detached from not

only this world but also the next world (and even the
Kingdom of Names).
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Baha\ i""Concepts (1 1)

0 79
LG 682 10/18/32
Spiritual worlds are infinite in number and range
(Baha'u'llah, Gleanings, #79)

° 3

Kinds of attachment: Attachment to this world, next
world and the Kingdom of Names. Be detached from not
only this world but also the next world (and even the
Kingdom of Names)



