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Do Japanese Abhor “Religion”?



Do Japanese abhor religion? 1



Do Japanese abhor religion? 2



The 3"d Religious Boom



The 3"d Religious Boom

e The 1st: End of Edo
Period to Meiji
Restoration: Konko,
Kurozumi, Tenri



The 3"d Religious Boom

e The 2Md: Before/after WW
II: Sokagakkai,
Risshokoseikal, Hito-no-
Michi (PL)



The 3"d Religious Boom

e The 3'9; A host of new
religious organizations
emerging afterwards:
Jehovah’s Witnesses,
GLA, Shinyoen, Aum-
sinrikyo, Science of
Happiness, etc.



The 3"d Religious Boom

e “The reason for this many
religious organizations is
because Japan is an
exceptionally “irreligious”
nation!”



The Ministry of Culture Statistics
(2000 2005 2006 12 31

http://www.relnet.co.jp/relnet/brief/r3-1.htm
(retrieved on Sept. 15, 2007)
http://www.mext.go.jp/b menu/toukei/001/index39.htm
(Retrieved on Sept. 20, 2007)
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Number of Believers by Religions 2000




(2006 )

, 9,917,555

2,595,397

, 107,247,522
, 91,260,273

Number of believers by Religions #2 2000




() 2000

Number of Religious Organizations (Detailed) 2000




() 2000

Number of Believers by Religions (Detailed) 2000
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Number of Believers by “New” Religious Organizations
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http://park8.wakwak.com/~kasa/Religion/relational.html (retrieved on Sept.

2007)

Religions
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Number of Believers by Religions of the World 1991
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Kokugakuin University Religious

Education Project 2001
Survey of Religious Attitudes of College Students

38 5759 ( )
2001
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( 2001 11 20 )
http://www.ne.jp/asahi/koto/buki/bukkou/syukyo/syukyo.htm
(retrieved on Sept. 15, 2007)



Do you have these things at home?




Do you do these things?




Do you believe in the following?




What do you think is the relationships between “Kami” and “Hotoke™?
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Are you interested/concerned about the following?




40

Do you believe in the following?




70.9

Do you have your own “faith”?




, 17.2

Categorization of the “faith”




YES, 38.7

NO, 44.2

Is religion necessary to be happy?




, 3.4
, 10.1 103

, 13.5

, 58.5

Will religion become necessary for Japan in the future?




YES
9%

NO
91%

Do you belong to any religious organization?
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Categorization of Religious Affiliations




« Kokugakuin University

o 215t Century COE Program
o Survey of Japanese Awareness of Religion and

Concept of God
. 21 COE
. 2004
2000 20

2003 10/10-10/13
1417 /1%

http://21coe.kokugakuin.ac.jp/modules/wfsection/article.php?articleid=96
(Retrieved on Sept. 15, 2007)




Do you think “cursing/scourge” exists?

22% 22%

56%
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Do you believe in Kami (God)/Hotoke (Buddha)/Tamashii (Soul)?




Which religious person would you go to when in trouble?

11%

20%

51%

3% 10%




56%

1%

What religion do you believe in?

2%

2%

22%

17%




45%

16%

17%

Do you have your own “faith”?

22%




Religious Awareness of
Contemporary College
Students

1995-1997
( )

http://toshi-k.net/list/308.htm (retrieved on
Sept. 20, 2007)




Are you interested in Senbo Aiko’s psychic reading?




Are you interested in Nostradamus’ prophecy of the end of the time?




Are you interested in near-death experience?




2(1997 )

Are you interested in the media coverage of the Aum Shinri incident?




Market View & Research Co. Ltd.

Generation 2001
Survey of Religious Attitudes of Undergraduate & Graduate Students

Generation 2001
Survey of Religious Attitudes of the Young Adults

http:// www.mv-r.co.jp/gen 2001/g001.htm (retrieved on Sept. 20, 2007)




Do you believe in God?

1999 ... 2003 ... 2003 ..
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Do you believe in life after death?

......... 2003 v 2003




Do you think religion will become an important thing to you in the future?
9
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Do you participate in assemblies hosted by religious organizations?
6

1999 ... 2003 ... 2003 ..




Analysis



Religious Attitudes
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What Is “Religion”?



What Is Religion? 1

Religion

1858




What is Religion? 2

Religion

Religion
religio
religio

re

ligare



What Is Religion? 3

1869

4

Religionsibung

1884 17




What Is Religion? 4




What Is Religion? 4



What Is Religion? 5



What is Religion? 6



What is Religion? 7
()



Do Japanese really abhor “religion”?
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server.dyndns.org/column/47/
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Japanese Aversion to
Religion
Summary
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Baha'l View of Religion



Baha’'l View of Religion 1



Baha'l View of Religion 2



Baha’'i View of Religion 4



Baha’l View of Religion 5



Baha’l View of Religion 6



15

Baha’l View of Religion 7



Baha’l View of Religion 8



Baha’l View of Religion 9



Baha'l View of Religion 10



Baha'l View of Religion 10



Baha'l View of Religion 11



Baha’'l View of Religion 12



Baha’'l View of Religion 12



Baha’'l View of Religion 13



Baha'l View of Religion 14



Baha'l View of Religion 15

(Tablets of
Baha'u'llah, p. 167)



Baha'l View of Religion 16



Baha'l View of Religion 17



Baha'l View of Religion 18

(Paris Talks, p.130)



Baha'l View of Religion 19



Baha’'li View of Religion 20

( Gleanings,
CXXXII)



Baha'l View of Religion 21



Baha'l View of Religion 22

(
Gleanings, CX)



Baha’'l View of Religion 23

( Star
of the West, Vol. 8, p.
26)



Baha'l View of Religion 24



Baha’'l View of Religion 25



Baha’'l View of Religion 26



Book 1 3



Conclusion



Conclusion 1



Conclusion 2



Conclusion 3

%

(=Community of
Interest)



Conclusion 4

%



Conclusion



