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what is Baha'i scholarship: Arevisit

Nozemu Sonda

it has already been mare than 15 years since the inception of the Association for the Baha'i
Studies Japan in 1991. In that year, Dr. Husayn Danesh gave a seminal falk and delineated
for us some basic principles of Baha'i scholarship. This present study explored what took
place between 1991 and the present, how Baha'i scholarship evolved in Japan and what
need be done next. The Baha'i paradigm, methods and theoretical framework to apply Baha'i
teachings to current thoughts and issues were explored, sharing several examples of how
we can actually relate the teachings to some specific problems in society.

An analysis of the past 15 years showed that (1) much study was done on the Baha'i
Faith in Japan, relating to the social issues and thoughts of Japan; (2) although there were
more English presentations than Japanese ones, still a substantial number of studies were
presented in the Japanese language and by Japanese scholars; and (3) there were many
presentations by so-called non-professional scholars, reflecting one of the fundamental
principles of the association that Baha'i studies are open to all. Suggested areas of future
studies include (a) history of the Faith especially in Japan; (b) studies related to the current
Plan (5-Year Plan for now) especially the core activities (Ruhi study circles, devotional
meetings, children’s classes and junior youth education); {c) studies on Scared Texts; (d)
para-psychological studies (e.g., on nature of soul and life after death); and (e) studies on
science-related topics, which were particularly few in the past; e.g., astrophysics, quantum
mechanics.

Finally, the following are suggestions to help further improve the activity of ABS-Japan:
(1) Further encourage studies by Japanese scholars: (2) Be creative to promote
presentations in both Japanese and English o enable participants to benefit from both types
of presentations; (3) Encourage more non-professional scholars to participate; (4)
Investigate how we can promote and include different types of studies from opinions,
perspectives, notes, reports and full research papers (see Online Journal of International
Baha'l Studies); (5) Encourage young scholars’ participation including that of university
students and graduate students; (6) Help increase Japanese Baha'i literature such as
through translation and compitation activities; and (7) Further deepen on Baha'i scholarship.
It is apparent that the Japanese Baha'i studies have made tremendous progress over the
past 15 years; it is even more exciting to think about what achievement might be made in the
next 10 to 15 years.
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