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Japanese attitudes towards religion

Nozomu Sonda a

we all talk about "negative attitudes” toward religion of Japanese people and society.
Scandals and crimes caused by so-called "religious" organizations and individuals in recent
history, from an attempt to murder mass usirig poisonous gas to a family committing a
collective suicide, all seem to aggrandize this' negativity. Most of the people the present
author assoclates with seem to regard religious topics are taboos and likewise public
institutions do not allow any explicitly "religious activity" in their facilities.

On the other hand, according to the Japanese government's white paper on religion,
the "religious population” of Japan well exceeds the double of the country’s population itself,
meaning that most of Japanese people are affiliated with at least two "religions.” Social
analysts say that we are in the third religious boom after the WW Hl, and in fact newly
emerging religious organizations are attracting millions of believers into their fold.

So what is exactly the attitude of the Japanese people and society towards ﬁm__@_o:a Is
it positive or negative? Is there a difference between personal attitude and social atiitude?
Could it be influenced by the same old notion of "omote” (stated intention) and "ura” {true
motive} of the Japanese culture?

This study expiored the Japanese attitudes toward religion from different perspectives
and discussed how "religion” can be beneficial or harmful to people and society. The resuits
showed that {1) A majority of Japanese people are probably not mere atheists or
non-religionists; (2) Many Japanese people seem to have their own beliefs, which are often
close to Baha'i ideas; (3) What Japanese abhor is really not religion per se but “evils” often
attached to what they think is “religion”.

The Baha'i Faith in fact has nothing to do with all these evils. What people is looking
for is not mere words but actions and also true love. Thus, it is important to clearly convey
what Baha'i view of religion is but at the same time it is imperative to manifest that view in
action. In this sense, the core aciivities of the current Plan prove to be very effective
methods; members of the community of interest are enabled to participate in the most
essential aspects of Baha'i community life without being forced to become a believer or
member of the organization.

As the Universal House of Justice stated so befittingly in its message to the Baha'i
world in relation to the message to religious leaders of the world (2003) and alsc to the
recent message to Baha'i students in Iran (2007), to love the fellow-countrymen, to serve
them and to walk together with them, may be the last resort to truly successful teaching
method.
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