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Assisting Persecuted Colleagues — Some Baha'i Human Rights
Activities

Kimiko Schwerin

For the past several years, | have been engaged in Baha'i proclamation activities and in
activities for the preservation of Human Rights. Our focus, under the Bah&'i Office for
External Affairs for Japan, was toward the greater Japanese society. This evening, | would
like to share with you some of the information | acquired from that experience. Below is a
summary of my talk’s contents.

Historical Trend of Persecution

Since the start of the Bahd'i Faith, the Bah&'i Era, there has not a day passed when our
community, somewhere on this earth, has not suffered from persecution. From the
beginning of the Era, it was a persecution so severe towards the Bébis, precursor of the
Bah&'i Faith, that 20,000 of its adherents suffered martyrdom. Baha'u'llah, Himself,
suffered and drank the cup of sorrow all his life. Since then, and until today, for all these
163 years of Baha'i history, in Iran, in Egypt, and in other Islamic countries, the Bah&'is
continue to receive many persecutions and violations of human rights, including
discrimination, assault, imprisonment, deprivation of rights to life, confiscation of material
possessions, and even an infringement upon the right to receive education. In recent
months, it has been not only in Iran and Iraq, but also in Egypt, where the Egyptian supreme
court refused to recognize the Bah&'i Faith as the independent religion that it is, and ruled to
remove the rights to freedom of religion for (Baha’is) members of the Bah&'i Faith.

The Reality of Persecution

| am presenting here the January 2007 updated report on the “Situation of the Bah&'is in
Iran”, which includes the recent Baha'i persecutions, and which presents a general overview
of human rights violations towards Bah@&'is in the Islamic Republic of Iran, together with an
overview of the situation of the Bah&'is there for the past 20 years. Concern for the
violation of human rights now encompasses not only the normal civil and political rights as a
citizen, but extends over the much broader area of social, economic, and cultural rights, and
their infringement or removal.

A detailed outline of the contents of this report is listed here:
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Protective Action Taken by Bahda'is

Against such most unreasonable treatment, what measures and actions have the Baha'is
been taking? In Iran, the Bah&’i community has always been courageously asserting itself,
through correct procedures, to claim what is just.

The Actions of the BIC (Bah&'i International Community)
Within the United Nations, the BIC has appealed to the Human Rights Commission by
sending them regular detailed reports of the facts of persecution by the Iranian Government.
At the same time, it has made those reports available to the Human Rights Rapporteur, and
to the Governments and NGOs of the world, and tried to encourage and assist the UN
Human Rights Rapporteur for Iran to maintain a watchful eye over the Baha'i community
there.

» Training and Activities of the External Affairs Staff
The BIC trains specialists for human rights in the diplomatic corps of each country’s
Office of Baha'i External Affairs so that these individuals can, in turn, competently
approach the Human Rights Departments of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of their
respective domains.
One purpose of such an effort is to have the political representatives of each country
vote in favor of resolutions for the prevention of Human Rights violations against the
Bahd@’is in Iran. These resolutions will pass both the Human Rights Commission, and
then the United Nations General Assembly, in order to protect the suffering Bahd'is and
to improve the situation of our Iranian colleagues.
Corresponding Action at the National Level
Under the able guidance of the BIC, appointed Bah&'i representatives, by providing
information on the Bah@&'i situation, are appealing, in addition to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, directly to the people of prominent positions, such as presidents and professors
of Universities, to take action on their own against the Iranian government and to
express their displeasure at the Human Rights violations.

Victory Is the Result

In 2006, the UN General Assembly passed a favorable resolution by majority vote, including
a “Yes” vote by the Japanese government. The Office of External Affairs for the Japanese
Bahd’i community continues its efforts to maintain good relations with the UN Human Rights
Division of the MOFA so that Japan will always vote favorably for the protection of Human
Rights, including those of the Bah&’i population in Iran.

In cases where UN resolutions are passed, the Iranian government is obligated to receive
UN observers and Rapporteurs who keep watch over the development and accessibility of
Human Rights in Iran and to take note of all violations of those rights.



The Iranian Bah@&'is report that acts of persecution usually diminish when UN observers are
in their country. In recent months, however, the UN Rapporteur has expressed strong
concern over what appears to be a plan in progress by the Iranian Government for
extermination of the Iranian Bah&'i community.



