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Today, when society is experiencing vast upheavals on international, national and local
levels, the role of education in creating order and defining purpose both in society at large
and for the individual cannot be overlooked. When analyzed in view of Baha'u'llah’s
teachings, the Japanese system of education can be seen to have a number of obvious
strengths. Among them is its universality, as seen in its success in imparting a large body of
knowledge and a wide array of skills uniformly to students throughout the nation. Another
merit of the Japanese education system is the way students are taught to work harmoniously
in groups. These strengths have helped Japanese society develop into a world economic
power with a high degree of stability and safety.

However, serious flaws in the system have become evident in recent years. The
widespread bullying which has plagued Japanese schools may well be a result of an
overemphasis on uniformity and the pressures of fierce competition to enter high schools
and universities. The lack of moral education and the emphasis on individual success
rather than service to humanity may also lead to bullying as well as to the general decline in
behavioral standards evident in Japanese society today. In facing these problems, the
Japanese government has recognized the need for moral education. However, it is currently



looking to cultural mores of the past as a model. Given the growing interdependence of the
nations of the world and increasing immigration to Japan, the nation needs to find ways to
embrace diversity rather than suppress it and to impart moral values that are universal in
nature. Baha'u'llah’s vision of unity in diversity and His view of the innate nobility of
humanity can greatly contribute to the development of such a system of moral education.



