21

Approach to Civil Society in the 21 century

Yuriko Kiyokawa

This presentation is aimed at examining the possibility that mankind is going into a
phase of maturity with focus on a variety of participatory civil communities, each
being a sort of civil society, spreading beyond regional boundaries. The maturity
isn't measured only by material advancement but also by increased level of
citizen's concern to spiritual value. The concern and interactive dynamics among
them are found as similarity to Baha’i community. In the mean time, we have been
maintaining emotional / thinking patterns since pre-historical time when we lived at
tribal level. An element has been working since then as decisive factor behind
community-growth/ decline. With aid of the element, mankind seems to keep
moving on toward the promised great peace.
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