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Towards an Ever-Advancing Civilization: Protecting Societies’ Fundamental and Most
Important Unit — The Family

Suzannna Kawamura

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states, “The family is the natural and
fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to protection by society and the State.” But
in 1994, the United Nations Year of the Family, a year to celebrate this institution finds
instead it faced major crises, (Talk given by Dr. H.B. Danesh in 1994) This pattern of
disintegration of the traditional family and the consequences that follow have been
accelerating over the years to the point there is confusion as to what a family is. This paper
will attempt to outline the structure of present-day Japanese families and how this has
helped create a very sick society. It will then describe that a new type of family, “unity-based
family” following Baha'i principles can help create a new mindset and prepare mankind for
an ever-advancing civilization.



