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In 1923, Deguchi Onisaburo’s wife, Sumi, invited Martha Root and Ida Finch to the Omoto
headquarters in Kameoka. Most sources refer to this meeting as little more than Omoto’s
“contact with Baha'i missionaries”, together with an extensive list of other religions that
Onisaburo communicated with during the ‘20s and ‘30s. This paper focuses on a central
concept in Omoto, bankyo-dokon “all religions (come from) the same root”, and
describes its early development from its native millenarianism roots to its encounter with the
Baha'i teachings.



